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2. Artists are Poor

 |n most western countries the overall income of
40 to 60% of artists is below the poverty line.



3. Income from Artis Low

* |n most western countries a majority of artists
cannot make a living from working in the arts.



Y = Incomesin Euros

Incomes of Visual Artists in the Netherlands in 2001

— Subsistence Level — Minimum Income —Income from Artwork

50000
40000 1
30000 1

20000 1

—
o
o
o
o

0

-10000 }

20 40 60 80

1

X = Percentage of Artists earning less than Y




Incomes in Euros
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6. Low Incomes

* |Income from art has not always been low.



7. Second Jobs

* |n western countries 60 to 90 percent of artists
have second jobs.

(These can be non-arts jobs and art-related jobs)



8. An Oversupply of Artists?

 Low incomes could imply that there is an
oversupply of artists.

e But unlike in other sector low incomes do not
lead to people leaving the arts and less people
wanting to become artist



9. Explanations for Low Incomes

« Some extremely high incomes attract many artists
o Atrtists like taking risks

» Artists go for fame and attention

» Artists seek status and recognition by peers

» Artists like their work.

» Atrtists like doing creative work

These explanations are valid but insufficient to explain very low incomes.



10. The Most Fundamental Explanation

o Artis special. There is an urge and an obligation
to make art.



11. Are Low Incomes Compensated?

 Low Incomes are only partly compensated
by non-monetary income

* The notion of the suffering artist makes
sense



12. The Work-Preference

 When extra money comes in artists start to work
more hours in their arts job or spend more
money on a studio or equipment.



13. Three Groups of Artists

1. Artists who are not poor

2 . Poor artists, who seen from outside could have
avoided being poor

3 . Artists who are altogether poor



14. Support for Artists

Support for artists increases the number of poor
artists

The same applies to an increase in demand.

The difference Is that an increase in demand leads
to more output while an increase in support does
not.

But....



15. The Social Background of Artists

 Artists come from relatively well to do families



16. Prosperity

* In prosperous countries relatively many artists
are poor



17. Question

e How bad off are modern visual artists?
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